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On the evening of Nov. 25 in a nationally broadcast speech, Colombian President Virgilio Barco
announced new state of emergency measures, and plans to expand and improve military and police
capabilities. The president stated that these measures will apply equally to all "terrorists," including
ultra-rightist paramilitary groups or leftist guerrillas. Summarized below are highlights of Barco's
speech: * "The perpetrators of massacres and [individual] homicides committed in terrorist attacks
against government employees and political leaders will spend the rest of their lives in prison." The
death penalty is prohibited under the Colombian constitution. * The armed forces will be expanded
from 80,000 to 90,000 regular soldiers. Special military units are to be created under the command
of generals who have achieved reputations for impartiality and professionalism. These units,
said Barco, "will fight against subversion and terrorism, whatever their origins or motivations."
* Police and military personnel will receive new equipment to facilitate their expanded role in
thwarting terrorism. Special military units are to receive modern communications systems, and to
become equipped for rapid air and land transport, in order to quickly respond to guerrilla surprise
attacks. * In areas affected by continual violence, military officers will assume governing powers.
Recently, President Barco appointed a military chief for the Uraba banana production region, the
site of ongoing clashes with guerrillas and massacres of peasants and labor leaders. Also recently,
a military governor received "full civil and military powers" in the southern Amazon region of
Caqueta. * The nation's judicial system will be "reinforced." The personal safety of judges is to
be ensured via permitting them to work without revealing their identities. Individuals providing
information on perpetrators of "atrocities and massacres," and other crimes are to receive monetary
compensation. Colombia's "juries of conscience" randomly selected citizens who are charged with
determining sentences in criminal cases will be eliminated. Barco said that citizens serving on
such juries have been regularly subjected to intimidation and death threats. * According to the
president, in recent weeks subversives and terrorist groups have stepped up their "monstrous
actions," and persist in attempts to destabilize the country. He mentioned an attack on Nov. 14 by
unidentified persons in the Segovia region, resulting in 43 deaths, including children, women and
elderly persons. Barco described the incident as an indiscriminate massacre, the objective of which
remains unknown. The president also mentioned an assassination attempt against Defense Minister
Gen. Manuel Jaime Guerrero. In the attack attributed to urban guerrillas, which took place on Nov.
22 in Bogota, three of the minister's bodyguards were killed. (Basic data from AFP, 11/25/88)
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